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The most comprehensive intelligence
we have, the National Intelligence Es-
timate and the latest Pentagon report,
tells us that Iraq had descended into a
state of civil war. Over 3,000 Americans
have died, and hundreds of thousands,
some even say up to 1 million citizens
of Iraq, have lost their lives in this un-
necessary conflict.

And while we are telling our veterans
of this war, the elderly, the poor, and
the sick that there is no room in the
budget for them, the American people
have spent over $400 billion on a failed
policy. We cannot do more of the same.
Mr. Speaker, violence begets violence.
It does not lead to peace.

President John F. Kennedy once said,
“Those who make peaceful revolution
impossible will make violent revolu-
tion inevitable.”” My greatest fear is
that the young people of Iraq and of
the Middle East will never forget this
war. My greatest fear is they will grow
up hating our children and our chil-
dren’s children for what we have done.
Mr. Speaker, the Bible is right. Even a
great nation can reap what it sows.

Nothing troubles me more than to
see the young faces of these soldiers
who have been led to their death.
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Some are only 18, 19, 21, 22, 23. It is
painful; it is so painful to watch. Some-
times I feel like crying and crying out
loud at what we are doing as a Nation
and what this administration is doing
in our name. Our children do not de-
serve to die as pawns in a civil war.

They do not deserve to pay with their
lives for the mistakes of this adminis-
tration. They never had a chance.

When I was their age, when I was 23
years old, I was leading the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee,
soon to speak in Washington on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial, but
then we were involved in a nonviolent
revolution to transform the soul of
America, to create a beloved commu-
nity.

Forty years ago, I was there in New
York City in Riverside Church when
Martin Luther King, Jr., gave one of
the most powerful speeches he ever
made against the war in Vietnam. If he
could speak today, he would say this
Nation needs a revolution of values
that exposes the truth that war does
not work. If he could speak today, he
would say that war is obsolete as a tool
of our foreign policy.

He would say there is nothing keep-
ing us from changing our national pri-
ority so that the pursuit of peace can
take precedence over the pursuit of
war.

He would say we must remove the
causes of chaos, injustice, poverty and
insecurity that are breeding grounds
for terrorism. This is the way towards
peace.

As a Nation, can we hear the words of
Gandhi, so simple, so true, that it is ei-
ther nonviolence or nonexistence? Can
we hear the words of Martin Luther
King, Jr., saying that we must learn to
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live together as brothers and sisters or
perish as fools?

Tonight I must make it plain and
clear that as a human being, as a cit-
izen of the world, as a citizen of Amer-
ica, as a Member of Congress, as an in-
dividual committed to a world at peace
with itself, I will not and I cannot in
good conscience vote for another dollar
or another dime to support this war.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

A FAILED STRATEGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, 4 years
ago, Vice President CHENEY, on the
looming war in Iraq, of which he was a
principal architect, he and his staff are
responsible for the manipulation and
manufacturing of intelligence that
misled people into believing there was
a threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion or there was some ties to 9/11. Nei-
ther of those things was true. Vice
President CHENEY said we will, in fact,
be greeted as liberators. I think it will
go relatively quickly. Weeks, rather
than months, said Vice President CHE-
NEY, and he still does not believe that
he was wrong.

He is still a principal architect of the
surge, of an escalation of the war in
Iraq, of continuing a war without end,
a war that President Bush said last No-
vember it will be up to the next Presi-
dent to determine when U.S. troops
might come home.

A failed strategy, a strategy that
fails our troops. Our troops have done
all that we have asked and more under
difficult conditions. They started with
inadequate equipment, and Congress
had to push the administration to give
them the equipment they needed. They
have been put on brutal rotations, stop/
loss orders, and they have done more
than was asked.

But the leadership has failed. Donald
Rumsfeld is gone. He should have gone
a very long time ago. Vice President
CHENEY is still there pulling the
strings. We will be greeted as lib-
erators, he said.

Then the President two months later
said major combat operations have
ended, 1st of May. Nearly 3,000 Amer-
ican troops have died since the Presi-
dent gave that speech. Over 12,000 have
been seriously wounded, very seriously
wounded; and yet their answer is more
of the same, stay the course, to esca-
late the conflict. They will not engage
in meaningful diplomacy, and they will
not change direction in Iraqg. Their
strategy will not bring a successful end
to this war.
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They are now again trying to tie it to
9/11 and al Qaeda. Yet they are contra-
dicted, in fact, by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, a Bush appointee.
When he was asked, Mike McConnell, if
al Qaeda would establish itself in Iraq
and they would launch attacks from
there, I would not go so far as to say al
Qaeda would necessarily believe that.
They want to reestablish their base
and their objective would be in Afghan-
istan.

Remember Afghanistan? Remember
Osama bin Laden? Remember 9/11? Re-
member the Taliban? They are still out
there. They are planning and plotting.
Afghanistan is going in a bad direction
because the President diverted our at-
tention, our troops, our resources away
from a battle that was supported by all
the major nations in the world to
eradicate those who had attacked us so
grievously on 9/11 into a discretionary
war in Iraq, and still, the President
would put the emphasis on Iraqg.

His National Security Adviser says
this is a charade what they would do in
the House of Representatives, a cha-
rade. If it is a charade, why are they
fighting so hard? For the first time,
Congress is going to exert its constitu-
tional responsibility as a third and co-
equal branch to say enough failed lead-
ership is enough and we want a new di-
rection.

The Speaker came to the well earlier
and laid that out in detail, what that
new direction would be, and this bill
that we will vote on later this week
would move us in that new direction.
That is not a charade. That is the first
meaningful challenge to the failure of
leadership by Vice President CHENEY
and George Bush that have put that re-
gion at risk, that has put American
troops in the middle of a civil war,
which is now admitted by the Pen-
tagon.

We did not go there to be referees in
the middle of a 1,400-year-old sectarian
conflict in a civil war. The Iraqis are
going to have to resolve those issues
themselves.

I wrote to the President 2 years ago
February and said you need to set
meaningful timelines to force the
Iraqis to come together and begin to
resolve their differences. They still do
not want to do that.

Americans should not be the surro-
gates. We should not be in the middle.
Our troops should not be in the middle.

This bill is extraordinarily impor-
tant. Yes, the President might veto it,
but we are going to challenge him
again and again and again until we get
a new direction that better serves our
country, our troops, that region and
the world.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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